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Research interests Active galactic nuclei in dwarf galaxies, supermassive black hole variability, nuclear
star clusters

Academic Positions Washington State University Pullman, WA
William Band Distinguished Assistant Professor 08/2020 – present
Department of Physics and Astronomy

Yale University New Haven, CT
NASA Einstein Postdoctoral Fellow 09/2017-08/2020
Department of Astronomy
Advisor: Marla Geha

Education University of Michigan Ann Arbor, MI
PhD in Astronomy & Astrophysics 08/2012 - 08/2017
Advisor: Elena Gallo

Hunter College New York, NY
BA in Physics with honors 08/2008 – 06/2012

Awards and Hubble Space Telescope Cycle 28 (ID 16423, PI, 9 orbits; $59k) 2020
grants Chandra Cycle 22 (GO-22700333, PI, 205ks; $109k) 2020

NASA Einstein Postdoctoral Fellowship ($350k) 2017-2020
Chandra Cycle 20 (ID GO9-20102X, PI, 91ks; $101.5k) 2018
NSF Astronomy & Astrophysics Postdoctoral Fellowship (declined) 2017
AAS Rodger Doxsey Travel Prize ($700) 2017
Rackham Predoctoral Fellowship, University of Michigan ($32k) 2016-2017
Hubble Space Telescope Cycle 23 (ID HST-GO-14187.001-A, PI; $38.7k) 2016
Rackham Conference Travel Grants (3; $2400 total) 2013-2016
Rackham Research Grants, University of Michigan (2; $3800 total) 2013, 2016
NSF Graduate Research Fellowship ($125k) 2012-2015
Joseph A. Gillet Award in Physics, Hunter College 2012
John P. McNulty Scholar, Hunter College 2011-2012
Full merit scholarship, Macaulay Honors College at Hunter College 2008-2012
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PI Observing 2020A Chandra X-ray Observatory, Cycle 22, 205 ks
Proposals “A Chandra look at variability-selected low-mass AGN candidates”

Joint with Hubble Space Telescope, 9 orbits
2020A Keck Observatory, Keck II/ESI, 3 nights
“Spatially resolved spectroscopy of changing-look active galactic nuclei”
2019 Karl G. Janksy Very Large Array, 4.25 hours



“Searching for radio emission in variability-selected AGNs in low-mass galaxies”
2019B Keck Observatory, Keck II/ESI, 2 nights
“High spatial resolution spectroscopy of low-mass variability selected AGNs”
2019A Keck Observatory, Keck II/ESI, 1 night
“�e role of AGN feedback in quenching dwarf galaxies”
2019A Keck Observatory, Keck II/NIRES, 1 night
“NIR coronal line ratios as a mass estimator for intermediate-mass black holes”
2019A Palomar Observatory, Hale/WASP, 6 nights
“Long term optical variability of low-mass active galactic nuclei”
2018 Chandra X-ray Observatory, Cycle 20, 91 ks
“Runaway tidal capture in nuclear star clusters as a formation pathway for massive
black holes”
2019B Palomar Observatory, Hale/DBSP, 3 nights
“Spectroscopic follow-up of variable AGN candidates in low-mass galaxies”
2018A Keck Observatory, Keck II/ESI, 1 night
“�e low-mass end of the M�� − f relation”
2016B Gemini, Gemini North/GMOS, 4 hours
“Optical spectroscopy of dwarf galaxies with active galactic nuclei”
2016A Magellan, Baade/MagE, 3 nights
“Optical spectroscopy of dwarf galaxies with candidate active galactic nuclei”
2015 Hubble Space Telescope, Cycle 23, 3 orbits
“Studying the nuclear morphology of a dwarf galaxy with a 50,000 solar mass black
hole”

Teaching Washington State University
ASTR 450: Life in the Universe Spring 2021
ASTR 345: Principles of Astronomy Fall 2020

Selected talks Conferences
09/2020 Invited Review, “Origin, growth and feedback of black holes in dwarf galax-
ies” Virtual Meeting
06/2019 Invited Review, “Dwarf Galaxies Near and Far” Special Session European
Week of Space Science, Lyon, France
04/2019 Invited, “Accretion Signatures of the Earliest Black Holes in the Universe”
Princeton Center for �eoretical Science, Princeton, NJ
11/2018 Invited, “Young Astronomers on Galactic Nuclei”, Budapest, Hungary
07/2018 Invited, “Early Growth of Supermassive Black Holes”, Sexten Institute for
Astrophysics, Sexten, Italy
06/2018 Contributed, “From �asars to �iescence” Institut D’Astrophysique de
Paris, Paris, France
01/2018 Contributed, AAS Meeting 231, National Harbor, MD
08/2017 Contributed, Special Session on AGN in Dwarf Galaxies 16th AAS High
Energy Astrophysics Division Meeting, Sun Valley, ID.
06/2017 Contributed, “Elusive AGN”, George Mason University, Fairfax, VA



01/2017 Contributed, AAS Meeting 229, Grapevine, TX
09/2016 Contributed, “MODEST 16 NYC: Gas and Gravitational Dynamics”, New
York, NY
10/2015 Contributed, “Physics of SMBH Formation and Feedback” JSI Workshop,
Annapolis, MD

Colloquia and Seminars
11/2021 Colloquium, Massachuse�s Institute of Technology
10/2021 Colloquium, Stanford University
06/2021 Colloquium, Aspen Center for Physics
05/2021 Astrophysics Lunch Seminar, University of Washington
03/2021 Physics and Astronomy Colloquium, Williams College
02/2021 Astrophysics Seminar, Michigan State University
12/2020 High Energy Astro Seminar, Harvard Center for Astrophysics
11/2020 Astronomy Seminar, University of Connecticut
10/2020 Physics and Astronomy Colloquium, Dartmouth University
10/2020 Physics and Astronomy Colloquium, University of Idaho
02/2020 Astronomy Colloquium, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign
02/2020 Astronomy Colloquium, Carnegie Observatories
10/2019 Astronomy Colloquium, UC Santa Cruz
09/2019 Astrophysics Seminar, University of Utah
09/2019 Astronomy Colloquium, Black Hole Initiative
04/2019 Astrophysics Seminar, Rutgers University
03/2019 Extragalactic Seminar, University of Hawaii at Manoa
02/2019 Astrophysics Seminar, Stony Brook University
09/2018 Astrophysics Seminar, Texas A&M University
09/2018 Physics & Astronomy Colloquium, George Mason University
09/2018 Astronomy Colloquium, U.S. Naval Observatory
04/2018 Physics & Astronomy Colloquium, Montana State University
03/2018 Astrophysics Seminar, UCLA
02/2018 Astronomy Colloquium, Yale University
11/2017 Astronomy Colloquium, American Museum of Natural History
11/2017 Astronomy Colloquium, University of Massachuse�s Amherst
12/2016 Astronomy Seminar, University of Maryland

Professional ongoing Referee for AAS Journals, Nature, MNRAS
Activities 2020 External Reviewer, NASA Astrophysics Data Analysis Program

2018-2020 Astronomy Climate and Diversity Commi�ee Member, Yale University
2019 Hubble Space Telescope Time Allocation Commi�ee
2019 Chandra X-ray Observatory Time Allocation Commi�ee
2018-2019 Yale Astronomy Department Colloquium Co-organizer
2018 External Reviewer, NASA Earth and Space Sciences Fellowship
2016-2017 Graduate Admissions Commi�ee, University of Michigan Department
of Astronomy



2015-2016 Organizer, Graduate student lunch seminar, University of Michigan
2014-2015 Organizer, Extreme Astrophysics Seminar, University of Michigan

Outreach 2021-present Faculty advisor, WSU Physicists for Inclusion in Science
2020 WSU Ask Dr. Universe contributor
2020 ATHENA Women in STEM Podcast
2019 Astronomy on Tap New Haven speaker
2017, 2018 Participant, AAS Congressional Visits Day
2016 Presenter, Harvey-Swanson Elementary School Earth Science Festival
2016 Invited lecturer, Birmingham Next
2016 Invited lecturer, University of Michigan Lowbrow Astronomers
2015-2016 Co-founder/organizer, Peer mentoring group, University of Michigan
2015 Invited lecturer, Astronomical Society of Long Island
2012 Co-organizer, Physics Demo Day for Girl Scouts


